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reason of it, I know not, I could not help banishing my suspicion, the obliging cainage and strange chaim of her conversation had so much power of me, that I both eat and drank with her a,t all hazards
When I ofteied to go, and at parting presented her five pistoles, I could not prevail with her to take them, when she spoke some Italian pioverb which I could not readily understand, but by my guess it seemed to imply, that she would not take the pay, having not obliged me otherwi&e at last I laid the pieces on her toilette, and would not icceive them again, upon which she obliged me to pass my w 01 d to ~\ isit her again, else she would by no means accept my piescnt
I confess I had a stiong inclination to visit her again, and besides thought myself obliged to it in honour to my pai ole , but after some stufe in my thoughts about it, I lesolved to break my word with her, when, going at vespeis one evening to see their devotions, I happened to meet this very lady very devoutly going to her pi ayers
At her coming out of the church I spoke to her, she paid me hei lespects with a "Sigmoi Inglese," and some words she said in Spanish smiling, which I did not understand I cannot say heie so cleaily as I would be glad I might, that I bi oke my word with her, but if I saw hci any more, I saw nothing of what gave me so much offence befoie
The end of my relating this story is answered in describing the manner of their addiess, without bringing myself to confession , if I did anything I have some reason to be ashamed of, it may be a less ciim?e to conceal it than expose it
The particulars related, however, may lead the reader of these sheets to a view of what gave me a particulai disgust at this pleasant part of the woild, as they pietend to call it, and made me quit the place sooner than tiavellers u'se to do that come thither to satisfy their curiosity,
The piodigious stupid bigotry of the people also was irksome to me, I thought theie was something in it very soi did The entire empne the priests have over both the souls and bodies of the people, gave me a specimen of that meanness of spn.it, which is nowhcie else to be seen but in Italy, especially in the city of Home
At Venice 1 perceiv ed it quite different, the civil authority having a visible superiority over the ecclesiastic, and the